
 Not long ago I had the opportunity to hear Bob Goff, a larger-than-life 
personality, a committed Christian and an attorney who founded Restore 
International, an organization that seeks to find daring and audacious ways to 
combat human rights violations, including forced prostitution and slave labor in 
countries like Uganda and India. 

 Bob tells the story (recounted in his book “Love Does”) of how he got into 
law school, beginning with the fact that he didn’t.  He knew he wanted to be a 
lawyer with a dream of making a positive impact on the world, but he really 
didn’t have the grades.  So when he was rejected by every law school he applied 
to, he decided to go to the University of San Diego School of Law.  There he 
pleaded with the Dean, who told him that many fine applicants are rejected. 

 Not content to leave it at that, he said to the Dean, “You have the power to 
let me in.  I know all you have to tell me is ‘Go buy your books’ and I could be a student in 
the law school.  It’s that simple.  You just need to say those words.”  And then he parked 
himself on a bench outside the Dean’s office.  With five days to go before the 
start of the semester, he sat.  And sat.  From the time the office opened until it 
closed.  Every time the Dean passed by he would say: “Just tell me to buy my books.”  
The semester started and Bob was still sitting there. 

During those long days with lots of time to kill, he said that he reflected 
on the story of Jesus and the centurion’s slave.  This story, told in both Matthew’s 
and Luke’s gospels, speaks of a Roman centurion whose slave, a person he valued 
highly, was ill and close to death.  Jesus wants to go to the centurion’s home to 
heal him, but the centurion says: “Lord, I am not worthy to have you come under my 
roof; but only speak the word, and my servant will be healed.”  (Matthew 8:8)  “Only 
speak the word” – there is power not just in the words Jesus speaks, but in the 
words we speak. 

As Bob writes, “Words can launch us.  We don’t need to be a dean to say words 
that can change everything for someone.  Instead, God made it so that ordinary people like  
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nly speak 

you and me can launch each other.”  When someone around you has an idea, a 
dream, a vision, do you launch them or do you hold them back?  We need 
to be a church that recognizes that each person has been called here by God 
to use their unique, individual gifts and talents in the service of God and 
God’s people.  We need to launch people into service – serving in ways only 
they can, because of their uniqueness. 

And when we do that, who knows what wonderful things lay down 
the road?  A week after the semester started, Bob was still spending each day 
on that bench.  The Dean finally looked him squarely in the eyes and said 
“Go buy your books.”  Because the Dean spoke those words, years later, after 
many twists and turns, young children being forced into unspeakable 
servitude halfway around the world are being rescued and the perpetrators 
are being brought to justice. 

God called us to live out our faith in community.  Too often we 
interpret that as focusing on our responsibility to care for one another in 
tough times.  That’s certainly important, but it is also only half the story.  
As a community, we are also called to help one another reach new heights, 
live more fully, be more engaged with God and God’s world.  We’re called 
to see the people who are on the cusp of doing something wonderful, 
looking them squarely in the eyes, and saying to them “Go buy your books.”   

Words indeed can launch us.  Our words can launch others.  When 
we do, great things will happen. 

Peace and blessings, 

O 
the word, and my  
servant will be healed”  
       – Matthew 8:8b  
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From the  Choir  Room 

CROSSROADS 
Come and check out the CROSSROADS worship sometime on Sunday evenings at 5:30 p.m. in the  
Chapel.  It’s casual, lively, and fun, with a great band (led by Jane Kelly Williams) and the same  
basic sermon as Sunday morning (with multimedia enhancements).  It’s a great  
alternative – give it a try and invite your friends! 

CHOIR/USHER LUNCHEON  

Our annual end of the season social takes place at the Manse on Sunday, June 10 at 1 
p.m.  Chef Rich Hong will display his culinary talents and provide a memorable feast 
for us. See you there! 

SUMMER CHOIR 
If you would like to sing with the Chancel Choir, but don’t have the time for a weekly 
commitment, the Summer Choir is for you. They rehearse and sing one Sunday of each 
month during the Summer. We meet at 10 a.m. to rehearse and sing for worship at 11. 
You are welcome to come for one or come for all, just be prepared to enjoy yourself.  
The first Summer Choir Sunday is June 24. 

THREE MORE WEEKS 
It’s not too late to come sing with the Chancel Choir for the final three weeks of the season. Rehearsals are 
Sunday mornings at 9:30 a.m. 

PARKING LOT MAINTENANCE  
The surface of the parking lot is showing its age.  In order to perform much-needed  
repairs on certain sections of the lot, as well as seal the surface against further damage (saving us money in  
the long run), some or all of the parking lot will be closed from Wednesday, June 20 through Friday,  
June 22.  Anyone needing to visit the church on those days is asked to park on the street and walk carefully  
to an entrance, avoiding areas of drying sealant.  We apologize for any inconvenience. 



 

 

Family/children’s/You th Minist ries  
 

READ TO FEED HEIFER PROJECT NEEDS DONATED BOOKS  
The Youth Group is sponsoring the Read to Feed fund-raiser designed by Heifer International to 
promote reading and raise funds. Heifer International is a non-profit organization dedicated  
to ending world hunger and poverty while caring for the earth. The goal of Read to Feed is to  
promote reading in a way that allows the children and youth to take an initiative to help change 
the world. The basic structure of Read to Feed is that we will be collecting books for children  
and youth starting next week and throughout the summer. There are donation boxes at the 

church.  
Children and Youth can participate in a Book Swap on Sunday, June 10, and find sponsors for the books they 
read this summer. These books will be available on the stage in Elmore Hall on June 10. They return the books on 
July 8th and exchange them for others. They can do the same on August 12, always on the second Sunday of the 
month this summer. On Sunday, September 9th we will celebrate and count the money collected to benefit Heifer 
International. As always, we appreciate your interest and support in our youth projects.  
       Thank you from Carolina Zuluaga, Project Manager, and the entire Youth Group of FPC 
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FRIDAY AFTER SCHOOL  
Friday After School continues in June with a Teacher Training Session on June 1 at 
3:45 p.m. for Youth interested in leading the Summer Sunday School. It will be led 
by Dorothy VanderWerf.  On June 8, the Youth will be sorting and organizing the 
books for the Read to Feed Heifer Project launched on June 10. Mercedes Zuluaga  
and Carol Schulzrinne serve as advisors for this project.  
 

 

BREAKFAST 
On June 3, the Leaders and Teachers of our Children and Youth, Odailin Dume, Alyssa Knight, 
Candida Urena, Jeff Spady, Andy Bello, Carol Schulzrinne, Linsy Farris, Marlenis Rivera, Triwa 
Lee-Chin, Karen DuBois, Paul Platek, Mercedes Zuluaga, Diane Christian, Linda Farrell, Diane 
Lyons and Dorothy VanderWerf will be celebrated with a Breakfast at 10 a.m. and recognized at 
the 11 a.m. WORSHIP for sharing their time and talent with our young people all year.  

 

 

SUMMER SUNDAY SCHOOL 

Summer Sunday School begins on June 3 in the Chapel with Anna and Jake, the two cartoon 
actors, guiding our children on some AWESOME ADVENTURES exploring the stories of 
Amazing Kids in the Bible, including Isaac, Miriam, young Jeremiah, a 12 year old Jesus and 
more. High School students along with Jeff Spady, Dorothy VanderWerf and other adults will 
help us experience these adventures. 

 

VACATION BIBLE CAMP  

Vacation Bible Camp is scheduled for August 27 to 31 from 9 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. The theme is 
“Operation Overboard” with Cyndi Kumor as Director. Parents, plan your summer to include 
VBC for your 3 ½ year olds through 7th graders. Registration forms will be mailed very soon with 
a deadline of July 15 to register. It will be an exciting adventure so get on board!  Register now! 
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BORROW BOOKS FROM CHURCH LIBRARY FOR  
SUMMER READING 
I wish to thank Natalie Beaumont and Lois Strauss for the books which they recently 
contributed to our church library. Natalie gave us several non-fiction works, among them 
Infidel, Were You There?, and Three Cups of Tea.  Lois offered a series of inspirational 
novels by Jan Karon which include Light from Heaven, Out of Canaan, and A New Song. 
Please be aware that novels now can be found in their own small section on the left side 
near the back windows. The bulk of the library’s books are in alphabetical order by authors’ names. If you  
don’t know the author’s name, just check in the card catalogue near the door on the desk under the  
book’s title. 
 

Again, a thank you to all who have contributed material to our library or enhanced it in any way.  
Thanks, Natalie and Lois, for your thoughtfulness.                                                               - by Victoria L. Franke 

 

MEETING OF THE PRESBYTERY OF THE PALISADES 

FPC will host the stated meeting of the Presbytery of the Palisades on 
Tuesday, June 19.  By tradition the home church of the Moderator of the 
Presbytery, who is presently Elder Barbara Ryder, hosts one meeting during 
the moderator’s term.  WE NEED VOLUNTEERS who would be available 
for such tasks as planning and serving dinner, greeting and providing 
directions, and staffing a registration table.  Please speak to Rev. Hong if 
you would be able to help.  We particularly need registration help from  

3:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m. and help with dinner service from 5:30 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. 

                   MOVING FORWARD 
Through the second Sunday of May pledges and contributions are running 8.3% ahead of the 

same point last year.  Attendance is also on the rise, as we had the largest Easter worship attendance 
in many, many years.  We are very grateful for your generous support and for your generosity of spirit 

that makes FPC an inviting place for all. 

VALUABLE RESOURCES AT INFORMATION CENTER 
   

Across from the Chapel, there are several helpful resources: Brochures about Home Medical Alarm 
Services, flyers from local Senior Centers, the FIVE WISHES document for anyone, age 18 and older, to 

name their wishes for care and end-of life decisions. These are provided by the Senior Ministry of the Outreach 
Committee. There are Prescription Drug Discount cards provided through a Community Assistance Program 
sponsored by National Benefit Builders, Inc. There are no income limitations, anyone can use the permanent 
card.  

News for the  Congregat ion 



 

 

   

              
 

FIRST THURSDAY BIBLE STUDY 
Thursday, June 7 at 10:00 a.m. in the East Room 
This month Rev. Hong will be discussing some of the latest trends and knowledge 
from the world of growing churches as he discusses his annual visit to the Catalyst 
Conference.  All are welcome to join us for an interesting time of learning and 
discussion; please bring a brown bag lunch and a small dessert to share afterwards. 

 
SUNDAY BIBLE STUDY 
Sundays, 10:00 a.m. in the East Room (Childcare Provided) 
The Sunday Bible Study meets at 10:00 a.m. in the East Room each week through  
the 17th of June. Rev. Hong reviews the text that forms the basis of the sermon that day, 

illuminating issues of history, context, and translation that affect the interpretation of the story into a 
message for us. 

 
COPING WITH LIFE’S DIFFICULTIES 
Tuesday evenings, June 5, 12, and 26 at 7:00 p.m. in the East Room 

Far too often we encounter difficulties in life that make us feel that our world is 
turning upside-down.  Join us for a three-session series led by Rev. Hong that will 
help you place your trust in the presence and promises of God, strengthening you 
to persevere through tumultuous times.  On June 5 we will discuss “Coping with Sickness”; on June 12 the 
topic is “Coping with Death”; and on June 26 we will discuss “Coping with Unwelcome Life Change.”  
Light refreshments will be provided.  Please contact the church office or Dorothy VanderWerf if you need 
child care. 
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DEACONS SPONSOR AED/CPR TRAINING ON JUNE 2 

On-Site Solutions will again conduct our AED/CPR Training on Saturday, June 2, from 9 
a.m. to 12 noon for those who wish to receive this training or those who need to nenew 
their certificates. It’s only $25 with the church covering the rest of the cost but we need your registration NOW.  
Call the church office, 201-568-7373. 

DEACONS SPONSORED BLOOD DRIVE -- POSTPONED   
Watch for a further announcement with a new date and time. 
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SOME WONDERFUL HAPPENINGS AT FPP&K   
Our third annual walkathon/family day picnic was a great success. We couldn't have asked  
for better weather.  The children, teachers and staff proudly donned their FPP&K walkathon 

T-shirts as they energetically walked around the parking lot of First Presbyterian.  The children 
walked as many as 5 loops equaling 1.5 miles!  Kudos to all who walked and raised money for our  

wonderful cooperative school. 

-We would also like to thank and acknowledge all of our generous corporate and family sponsors for supporting 
our walkathon.  And we would also like to thank our generous local supporters:  
Music Together of Bergen 
Enamor Me: Toys.Books.Gifts.Events 
bergenPAC 
www.HumptyDumptyParent.com 
www.hulafrog.com 
Cresskill Performing Arts 
 

-And lastly, we want to wish Roz Fox, our wonderful director of 11 amazing years all the best and offer her a 
great big thank you for all she has done for the children and families at FPP&K.  She will be truly missed but 
never forgotten!!!   We are also blessed and thrilled that Terry Howard, our current assistant director, will be 
taking her place.  With Terry on board, we know that FPP&K will be in good hands. 

God Bless, 
Jenny and Grace, Co-Presidents of the Board  

Edgewater Pediatric Dentistry 
Urban Green Landscaping Corp. 
www.Party-With-Us.com 
Teaneck Speech & Language Center 
Cutie Patooties 
Bar Method Englewood 

POTS-Pediatric Occupational Therapy Services, LLC 
Professional Arts Academy 
www.mirabest.com 
 

This year we had a record of 67 sponsors  
for our walkathon! 

WALK THE LABYRINTH ON THE LAWN 
The Labyrinth behind Elmore Hall is open all summer and fall. The start of the Walk is on 
the Dwight Place side up on the grassy knoll. Come anytime to walk and meditate. A bench is 
provided under the trees to rest and enjoy the out-of-doors. 

GET READY TO TRAVEL - TO GERMANY, VIENNA, AND LONDON  
THE QUICK TOUR FOR SINGLES CONNECTION! 
 

Wednesday, June 27, 7 PM - BRING YOUR FRIENDS 
   

Join us for a fun, interactive narrative tour of European highlights through the eyes of Coordinator, Mibs 
Wagner.  She'll share with you her adventures and impressions as you travel with her from Amsterdam down  
the "Great Rivers of Europe" to Vienna and then just a brief visit to London.  It may 
pique YOUR interest while exposing you to her search for "answers." 
 

Enjoy desserts and coffee with Singles Connection - an inviting group for all singles 
40 and up who enjoy getting together and making new friends. Mibs Wagner 
coordinates all the activities for Singles Connection. 
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FOOD TO FIRST ON THE FIRST SUNDAY IN JUNE & JULY 

106 bags of groceries have been delivered to the Center for Food Action in the first five months 
of 2012. Will we meet our goal of 365 bags in 2012?  CFA announces that the most-needed  
items are: tuna, macaroni & cheese, peanut butter, canned beans, soup, rice, pasta, cereal and  
Parmalat milk. Bring your donations on June 3 or July 1 or anytime. Thanks! 

SPRING GIVEAWAY 
Aren’t you glad you cleaned out your closets? On Saturday, May 5th we had our Spring Giveaway, and it was a 
rousing success.  Thanks to all our donors who brought mountains of merchandise, from clothes, toys, bedding 
and linens, to small appliances, furniture, and electronics.  We even had a full size sofa (very comfy, according to 
my dad, Raul, who “tested” it during a lull in the action) and a dining room table, complete with chairs.  
 

Thanks also to our volunteers, 28 who came on Thursday and Friday to receive goods and start sorting and  
setting up, and 26 who came on Saturday to finish the set up, help clients, and pack any leftover items for  
pickup by the Vietnam Vets. (nothing  goes to waste!)  We had 257 shoppers who came from 14 different  
partner agencies, and although the first hours were hectic and much of the merchandise was claimed early,  
we managed to get some late donations, so even those who came towards the end of the day didn’t leave  
empty handed.  Everyone I spoke to, clients and volunteers alike, felt blessed to be a part of such a special  
event.  As I said in my Minute for Mission one Sunday in April, we all earned our angel wings that day! 
 

We are gathering ideas for the next Give Away. If you’d like to offer any suggestions, please send us an email at 
FPCgiveaway@aol.com.  Special thanks to Marcy Steele for her guidance, Dorothy VanderWerf for her invaluable 
assistance, and Charlene Niland for doing a lot of the heavy lifting with  
regard to distributing information and organizing in general.  I’m truly  
grateful to everyone who participated.  Thank you for your generosity, 
whether it was time, goods, food, or moral support, we appreciate your  
efforts and hope we can count on you for the next big event!   
              - Elena Sepulveda, Deacon 

ANOTHER MISSION TRIP TO WEST VIRGINIA,  
JULY 29 - AUGUST 4, 2012! 
If you are interested in participating in our Mission Trip to Huntington, WV this  
summer, please contact Jae Yoo at jym@nj.rr.com or his cell phone, 201-694-8124, or see him at Coffee &  
Conversation.  Jae needs your e-mail address, phone number, and how many in your family will participate. 

Learn.  Serve.  Grow.  

CROP WALK FOR HUNGER WAS A SUCCESS  
There were 70 walkers who enjoyed a beautiful day, just right for walking either  6 or 4 or 1½ 
miles to help feed the hungry. Thanks to the 20 walkers from First Church and their sponsors! 
Carol Cornell also thanks all those who helped promote the Walk, who provided refreshments, 
who helped with registration, and who put the walk signs along the route!  Walkers, your  
sponsors’ donations are due no later than June 10.  
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           HOUSING HOMELESS FAMILIES IN JULY 

With five other congregations, we will be housing homeless families in Elmore Hall from  
July 15 to 29 through Family Promise. We will need your help in a variety of ways: 

 

 On Sunday, July 15 at 1:30 p.m. we need help moving the supplies, bedding, etc. into El-
more Hall from the basement storage. At 3 p.m. the Van brings the beds, bins and partitions for 

arrival of our guests later on that day. 
 
 We are hosting on Friday, July 20; Sunday, July 22; Thursday, July 26; and Sunday, July 29 with two 

Overnight Hosts, with two people providing dinner for up to 14 guests, one volunteer providing break-
fast and one bringing lunch items. 

 
 On July 29. we will need help breaking down the set-up and clearing the room. Sign-ups for volunteers to 

help will begin on June 3. Joan VanAlstyne Johnson and Natalie Beaumont have offered their services to  
coordinate our hosting. 

 
 Dorothy VanderWerf will provide the coordination with the Support Congregations and the overall  

mission effort. 

People You Know 
LOVE AND SYMPATHY TO: Cyndi & Michael Kumor and their children Alyson and Rachel at the loss of Cyndi's 
father who passed away in Colorado on May 25, 2012. 

LOVE AND SYMPATHY TO: Jane Williams, her husband David Richards and their daughter , Willa, on the death 
of Jane’s father on May 14 near Atlanta, Georgia. The Memorial Service was held on May 17. 

LOVE AND SYMPATHY TO: Fred Daly, Mary Cushman and their daughter, Julia, on the death of Fred’s mother, 
Judy Daly, on May 8. She lived with her husband, Fred, in Maryland. 

LOVE AND SYMPATHY TO: Ray and Ulah Fields on the death of Ray’s sister, Marie Femister, who died on  
April 16 in Silver Spring, Maryland. 

LOVE AND SYMPATHY TO: Anna & Ed Koch & family on the death of Anna’s nephew, Richard Borchers, who 
died on March 16. 

THANK YOU FROM LARI ROHLOFF AND FAMILY: Your care, your concern and prayers for us during this time of 
sorrow following Al’s death is deeply appreciated and we are grateful. 

CONGRATULATIONS TO BAPTISM FAMILIES: Nora Rosamond Skogerson, daughter of Dirk and Sonia Skogerson, 
sister of Duncan, was baptized on May 6, 2012.  Maxwell Christian Lee, son of Jen and Kyung Lee, brother of 
Matthew and Emma, was baptized on May 20, 2012. 



 

 

FPC ON THE WEB 

In addition to our new Web site, don’t forget that 
our sermons are available on our Podcast, accessible 
at no cost through the iTunes store, through our 
Web site, or directly at fpce.podbean.com. 
 

You can also keep up with FPC by joining our 
Facebook page (just search for First Presbyterian 

Church of Englewood), follow us on 
Twitter (@fpcenglewood), or check-in 
on Foursquare. 

ADDRESS CORRECTION 
REQUESTED 

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN 
CHURCH OF ENGLEWOOD 

150 East Palisade Avenue 
Englewood, NJ 07631 
Phone: 201-568-7373 
Fax: 201-568-7376 

www.englewoodpres.org 

HEARING LOOP 
Our sanctuary now has a Hearing 
Loop (telecoil) installed for  
persons using hearing aids that 
are able to receive sound via an 
 induction loop.  About 2/3 of 
all hearing aids sold are telecoil-
equipped.  Some will receive 

 audio via telecoil automatically, while 
others have a switch that can be set to 
the “T” position.  Assistive listening 
headsets are also available from the  
operator at the audio control desk. 
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Every Sunday: 

10.00 am Bible Study through June 17 
11:00 am W

orship Service 
11:15 am  Summer Sunday School  

12 noon Coffee & Conversation 
Nursery / child care available from 9:30 - 12:30 pm 

Crossroads Contemporary W
orship 5:30 pm 
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